Monday, March 22, 2004
Ezekiel 22:1 - 23:49

Chapter 22 describes in some detail many of the sins that God’s people committed with supposed immunity from punishment.  The descriptions are familiar enough to those of us in the modern world to make us grateful that what men might call the Age of Grace has come through Christ, but we also need to remember that the Age of Grace was present in the Old Testament as well.  Though the grace and mercy of God had not yet come in the incarnate God, the promise and the reality were there. So how do we see the situation of Jerusalem in our own existence?  The key in the Jerusalem destruction of 586 B.C. was not their sin; it was their stubborn rebellion and refusal to repent. Over and over, God pleaded with them to turn from their sin and to His love, but they would have none of it. His forgiveness and His mercy were there and ready to infuse His people with faith and obedience, but His love was met only with defiance and self-worship.

In our own lives arrogance can take control of our destiny if we let it. It is important that we take time every day to sit down and repent of our sin, remembering our lowliness in comparison to God’s holiness. He will not greet our repentant hearts with condemnation and destruction. He sees us through His Son and is anxious to forgive us each day and is able to grow us into His children who become more and more like their Lord as the weeks and years go by.  Repentance and renewal is not a sign of weakness on the part of a Christian; it is the sign of a servant seeking to please his or her Master—the One who has freely given them life and salvation. 
